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Mixed Legume Species and Lower Rates of N Fertiliser in 
Plant Cane

Mixed legume crop germinating mature mixed legume fallow crop
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2024
Mixed Legume Species and Lower Rates of N Fertiliser in Plant Cane

To try mixed legume species fallow 

crops for soil health and weed 

suppression and to reduce N in plant 

cane after a good legume crop to 

increase CCS value.

The grower would like to try planting 

a mixed species legume crop to help 

improve his soil health and structure 

as well as reduce weed pressure 

during the fallow stage. He believe 

that a good cover crop could 

potentially reduce his weed pressure  

and therefore reduce herbicide cost 

in plant cane. 

He would also like to try reducing his 

N rate in plant cane after a good 

fallow cover crop as the grower 

believes he can keep his plant cane 

CCS stablised and fertilizer cost 

down by reducing the amount of N 

he applies.  

 

Grower receiving NMP

Plant Cane after mixed legume crop

- Plant mixed legume species into 
fallow block for the summer fallow 
season.
- Compare herbicide cost to other 
fallow blocks that have not had a 
cover crop.
- Reduce N rates at plant cane 
application.

- The grower started with planting 

mixed legume fallow crop in the 

summer season of 2021/2022. 

Termination and incorporation of 

first legume crop progressed 

smoothly and he has since 

continued to incorporate legumes 

into his fallow. 

- Plant cane has been planted 

with 40kg/ha nitrogen. This is the 

total amount of N the grower will 

apply to his plant cane following 

legumes which will enable 

savings from fertiliser application, 

improving productivity and 

profitability of the plant crop.


